Historical Setting:
The times of Habakkuk were characterized by threats from without and corruption from within. The declining Assyrians were giving way to the rising Babylonians. Whatever respite that Judah had briefly experienced during this time of transition between world powers would soon be brought to an end, culminating ultimately in the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and the exile of the people. Josiah's reforms had not lasted beyond his death in 609 B.C. At the same time, Judah was disintegrating within. The country was corrupt socially, morally, and religiously.
Purpose:
Habakkuk wrote to show that God is righteous to judge His people and that uncertain times need to be met by a certain faith. The prophet attempts to accomplish these purposes by detailing his own journey from confusion to confidence. He begins with "why" and ends with worship. God's people throughout the ages have found it to be both a source of warning and a source of hope.
Contribution:
Although much of the content of Habakkuk is not unique, the means that the prophet uses to communicate the content is unique. The majority of the book consists of a dialogue between Habakkuk and Yahweh. This dialogue and its subsequent psalm of praise also provide perhaps the clearest attempt of providing a theodicy 4 in all the prophet writings. God is your strength (see 3:19) God is your portion (see 3:24) Perhaps one of the most significant New Testament quotations from the Old Testament comes from Habakkuk 2:4. This quotation appears in Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; and Hebrews 10:38. As Ellisen notes, "Few verses of the Bible have had such a profound effect in the development of theology and the proclamation of the faith."
Habakkuk and the Other Prophets
6 Other references to Habakkuk occur in a quotation in Acts 13:41 of Habakkuk 1:5 and allusions in Luke 13:6 (Hab 3:17); 1 Corinthians 12:2 (Hab 2:18-19); and 2 Peter 3:9 (Hab 2:3).
Literary Issues:
The most distinctive literary feature of Habakkuk is its dialogical form and autobiographical style. The prophet bares his soul to God and the reader through emotive language (e.g., 1:2; 3:16) and arresting imagery (e.g., 3:19) .
Some have denigrated the literary artistry of Habakkuk. For example, Carroll defines Habakkuk "As a ragtag of traditional elements held together by vision and prayer. Habakkuk illustrates the way prophetic books have been put together in an apparently slapdash fashion." 7 Fortunately, not everyone shares Carroll's evaluation of the book. Habakkuk is a carefully arranged and unified whole.
8 The diverse literary forms should not be seen as incompetence but as creativity.
RHETORICAL FEATURES IN HABAKKUK 9
• Proverb (1:9; 2:6) • Simile (1:8b, 9b, 14; 2:5; 3:4, 14, 19) • Metaphor (1:8a, 9a, 11a, 15-17; 2:16; 3:8-10, 11, 14) • Allegory (2:15-16) • Metonymy (2:5; 3:2, 9) • Merisms (3:7)
• Hendiadys (1:15?; 2:2a)
• Hyperbole (1:6-11; 3:6b, 11) • Paronomasia (2:19; 3:13-14a) • Personification (1:7-11; 2:5-11; 3:2, 5, 7, 10) • Rhetorical Questions (1:12; 2:13, 18; 3:8) • Repetition (1:15b-17) • Synecdoche (3:7)
• Alliteration and Assonance (1:6, 10; 2:6, 7, 15, 18; 3:2) • Enjambment (1:13; 2:18; 3:4)
• Gender-matched parallelism 
